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Using NCVER VOCSTATS databases

What you need to know when using the VOCSTATS databases

Summation options/Counting

Summation options are the 'counting items' in a data cube, such as number of students, number of hours, or weights. In SuperCROSS, double click the summation options to see what is available from the data cube. In SuperWEB, expand the counting box at the top of the fields list.

Fields

The variables or data items in a data cube are listed in the fields’ box to the left of the screen. Click on a folder to expand and click on a field folder to reveal the field values.

What you need to remember for the Apprentice and Trainee (A&T) databases:

· The default ‘summation option’ for the A&T collection data cube is ‘Estimates’. The apprentice and trainee collection data cubes also have a ‘summation option’ called ‘Preliminary’, this should not be used unless there is a specific reason to do so. The ‘Estimates’ summation option is used for the apprentice and trainee publications (i.e. Apprentice and trainee quarterly).

Due to delays in the reporting of apprentice and trainee data, each apprentice and trainee collection data cube is for a reference period 2 quarters past.

· For further information on the estimation of apprentice and trainee statistics see <https://www.ncver.edu.au/research-and-statistics/publications/all-publications/estimation-of-apprentice-and-trainee-statistics>.
· When using ‘Training Contract Status’ do not sum ‘In-training’ across quarters, i.e. sum the quarters Jan-Mar 2023, Apr-Jun 2023, Jul-Sep 2023 and the Oct-Dec 2023 quarters. In-training is the number of apprentices and trainees in-training for a particular quarter. 

· Commencements, recommencements, completed, cancellations/withdrawals, expired and suspended can be summed across quarters (i.e. Jan-Mar 2023, Apr-Jun 2023, Jul-Sep 2023 and the Oct-Dec 2023 quarters) to calculate the total number of each contract status for each year or other time period.

What you need to remember for the VET/TVA/ViS databases:

· Each database in the VET/TVA/ViS collections (i.e. Awards, Students, Course and Subjects) have several summation options included. When a database is opened the default summation option displayed on the right side of the table below will be selected. You do not need to change the summation option unless you have other requirements for the table to be created.
· The default summation option for the VET/TVA and ViS data cubes are as follows:

	Data cube
	Default summation

	Completions
	Program completions

	Programs
	Program enrolments

	Students (only available for ViS)
	Students

	Subjects
	Subject enrolments


When counting ‘hours’ use the ‘Subjects’ cube. The 'students' cube can be used to get the bottom line total but the totals for each funding source will vary from the 'subjects' cube. In the students cube funding source will group all funding sources into the highest funding source for the student whereas in the subjects cube the funding source is distributed according to the source rather than grouped into the highest as per the student cube.

What you need to remember for the Student Outcome Survey databases:
· Weighting

The responses in the data cubes have been weighted to reflect the estimated population, rather than the people who responded. This is the default summation option as it is the way calculations are done for analysis of the Student Outcomes Survey (SOS). The unweighted count (respondents) for each variable is the number of people who responded to the survey.
· Summation options
There are two main summation options under ‘Count’; they are ‘Respondents’ and ‘Estimated Population’. The default summation is the ‘Estimated Population’. There are two other hidden summation options with blank labels. These extra summation options were created due to the way the multiple response variables are included in the build of the main database. These are NOT to be used.
· Relative Standard Error
When putting together crosstabs, care needs to be taken with the amount of information put into a table as it may result in small sizes for some cells or high standard errors. To enable judgement on the data, tables should also be generated using unweighted summation i.e. Respondents.

· Proportions based on less than 5 respondents
Any proportion based on less than five respondents should be suppressed. To create tables using number of respondents, expand ‘Counting’, check ‘Respondent’ box ONLY and click ‘Apply’ below.
· Standard reporting procedure for SOS
For most SOS queries, you may need to include the following variables in your table and decide whether or not to apply a filter to these variables:

Group: This variable is used to obtain results by student group (i.e. Graduate or Module Completer). Splitting the results in this way is standard reporting procedure for the SOS. The group variable must be used in each table.

Provider type: This variable allows the user to obtain results by provider type ‘TAFE and Other Government’. Without this variable users will obtain results for ‘All VET’ providers.

Funding source: This variable is used to obtain results for ‘Commonwealth and State Recurrent funding’. Without this variable users will obtain results for ‘All’ funding types.
· ‘Not stated’/’Can’t say’
Published results from the SOS exclude ‘Not stated’ responses. To remain consistent with published results, users should exclude ‘Not stated’ categories from all tabulations.
· Multiple response

Multiple response questions should be treated the same way as other variables in the database, however the proportions will not sum to 100%. There are two multiple response questions – ‘Job-related benefits of undertaking training’ and ‘Personal benefits of undertaking training’.
Good practice when creating tables using the VOCSTATS databases:

· Add the Year or Collection period (A&T databases) as the first field added. If the Year or Collection period is not added and the table populated the data, your extract will be a sum of all the years or collection periods in the database.

· It is recommended that you familiarise yourself with the data on the NCVER website.  With each publication release the NCVER also release supplementary information such as Excel web tables and data cubes. 

· It is recommended that you have a printed or electronic copy of either the Apprentice and Trainee quarterly, Students and courses and Student Outcomes publications easily available when using VOCSTATS. These are only small publications so are worthwhile printing, so they are readily at hand. 

· When creating a table using VOCSTATS it is good practice to check baseline figures against a publication where possible. If you are using fields as they appear in the VOCSTATS databases and are not creating recodes (i.e.  Changing fields such as grouping age-groups into different groups compared to the 'default' groupings that are used in VOCSTATS) you may be able to match a publication table or an Excel web table the NCVER release as part of a publication release. 

· For example, if you have created a table using the Apprentice and trainee collection and the table displays the number of commencements for 12 months ending the most recent quarter for Australia and South Australia, you would be able to check your Australian results against the Apprentice and trainee quarterly and the South Australian results against the South Australian Excel web tables.

Assistance:

· Should you require assistance in using VOCSTATS please contact: vocstats@ncver.edu.au


